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• Purchased by Philip 
Hawkins 1723

• Christopher Hawkins 
commissioned the first 
agricultural steam 
engine from Richard 
Trevithick

Trewithen Estate



Unfortunately, 
this is NOT the 
case for the 
construction 
industry.



A circular- strategy for 
managing construction waste



• 32% of all UK landfill waste comes from the 
construction and demolition of buildings

• 13% of products delivered to construction sites are 
sent directly to landfill without being used

• 70-105 million tonnes of waste is created in the UK 
from demolishing buildings every year







So, the question is…

What should we, the 
construction industry, do 

about it?



• We are a uniquely placed team of craftsmen and women that go to the 
‘nth degree to ensure buildings are cared for throughout rejuvenation 
and can be enjoyed by all.

• The restoration of buildings is a passion and lifestyle for all who work 
within Ilex. We breathe life back into old buildings with special 
consideration to the sustainability of products and sensitivity to 
the environment and surrounding habitats.

• We are selective in what jobs we choose to undertake; it must feel 
right. This ensures our undivided attention is given to the client and 
project alike.

• We work with our heads, hearts and hands; and wish to leave a legacy of 
craft to admire and inspire future generations.

• We pride ourselves on being resourceful and respectful in the way we 
view and deal with old and existing materials. 











This way of working works for 
our company. But is there a 

way of up-scaling the idea and 
making it accessible to other 

construction companies?



• The creation of an online App to give construction companies a platform to advertise material 
that cannot be reused on site

• The App would be available to charities and organisations to access free material for projects

• Construction companies will be able to list their unwanted materials on the App by sharing an 
image, a brief description, item’s condition, size and quantity, length of availability and 
approximate location

• Materials listed would be categorised by: Timbers, Stone and Block, Plastics and Roofing 
products

• Organisations/charities can select items for future interest (specific materials or 
general category) and receive a notification if a newly listed item matches their 
requirement, thereby reducing the amount of time material is left on the 
construction site taking up valuable space

Second Cycle App



• Second Cycle App will calculate the carbon emissions captured by these materials. The view is 
for this to offset a construction company’s carbon emissions thereby contributing towards 
their goal of becoming a carbon neutral company.

• Reduce the cost of waste removal 

• Networking

• Positive contribution to local communities

• Changing attitudes towards waste and resources within the company 

Direct benefits to the company



Second Cycle App will reduce waste, landfill 
and carbon emissions from construction 

companies in Cornwall. 
We need to create a culture of resourcefulness 
within construction and take a proactive view 
of what’s available to us within the industry 

and offer it out to those who need it by 
creating a circular use of material and an 

openness to share.




